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Sex with Strangers
A sensual show that is more than just clickbait!
April 1st-May 1st
ATLANTA – Steaming up the Horizon Theatre stage this spring is the Atlanta premiere of Sex with Strangers, created by House of Cards writer Laura Eason, an up-to-the-minute play about intimacy and ambition that is sweeping the country. When successful bad boy blogger Ethan tracks down his idol, the gifted but unrecognized novelist Olivia, he finds they each crave what the other possesses. Snowbound in a secluded cabin for a weekend, attraction turns to sex, and they both inch closer to getting what they want.  As their literary futures become intimately intertwined, both must confront the complications of reinventing oneself when the past is only a click away. This sensuous and provocative play about fame, cyber identity, and big ambition asks: what would you do, and who would you become, to get what you want? 
“Cyber vs. real identity is at the core of the very contemporary story of love and ambition.  Expect a fiery emotional and intellectual ride in our intimate space with plenty of heat between these two talented, charismatic actors and Eason’s crackling writing,” says Co-Artistic Director Lisa Adler.  
Performances are Wed., Thurs. and Fri. at 8 PM, Sat. at 3 PM and 8:30 PM, and Sun. at 5 PM at Horizon Theatre in Little Five Points/Inman Park (1083 Austin Avenue NE Atlanta, GA 30307). There will be an 11am matinee on Thursday April 28, no matinee on Saturdays April 2 and April 30, and the Sunday, May 1 performance will begin at 8:00pm to accommodate the Inman Park Festival.  This play is recommended for adults; there are adult situations and strong language.  Tickets, starting at $25, and information are available at www.horizontheatre.com or 404.584.7450.
More About Sex with Strangers
A warm fire, falling snow, piles of hardback classics and the promise of quiet at a secluded, lakeside cabin in Michigan create a safe writing haven for novelist Olivia, on spring break from her teaching job.  A surprise knock brings Ethan, a rising star with an infamous sexcapade blog and two best-selling memoirs--Sex with Strangers and More Sex with Strangers--barreling into her world.  After convincing Olivia to let him stay, Ethan reveals that he has actually come here not just to finish his movie script, but to track down and meet her.  He has fallen in love with her writing after being introduced to her out-of-print novel by his writing mentor, Olivia’s former lover.  Conversation and wine create chemistry; sexual and intellectual heat rise as these opposites attract like magnets.  And they discover each has what the other wants:  she has huge artistic talent that he envies and aspires to; he has millions of readers and the NY Times best seller list cachet that she has yet to achieve.   
With his charms and admiration giving Olivia new confidence, she opens her mind to Ethan’s proposal of embracing the technological future and republishing her early novel online under a new name on his exciting new app, giving her a second chance at finding the audience and success she deserves. The weekend comes to a close; the uncertainty of the future looms, and the couple parts with plans to keep an open mind and date for reuniting. Ethan heads to LA to work on his film, and Olivia is curious about the man whose connections can open the doors she needs. With a restored wifi signal, Olivia heads online - and Ethan’s true past threatens to topple the future. 
Once back at Olivia’s home in Chicago, Ethan is riding high from his whirlwind stint in LA and comes bearing gifts - a mini Ipad with his app loaded, linking her to the amazing reception the re-lease of her first novel has received plus an offer to meet with his agent.  Although overjoyed at the new possibilities that lie in front of her, Olivia must confront Ethan about what she has discovered about him online in his absence: Ethan Strange, the crass alter ego that has made him famous.  Ethan’s persuasive nature wins out, and he convinces her that the Ethan Kane in front of her is true, while the Ethan Strange of the google-sphere is simply a character. With each door that opens for Olivia’s second novel, the couple must confront the changes they are both experiencing as they come closer to gaining what they think they want. 
Writers, Cast and Creative Team

Laura Eason is a playwright of more than fifteen plays as well as a staff writer and story editor for the Emmy Award winning House of Cards. Sex with Strangers is one of the ten most produced plays in America this season.  It was commissioned by and premiered at Steppenwolf Theatre in Chicago, had a successful Off-Broadway run that featured Anna Gunn of Breaking Bad and was directed by David Schwimmer of Friends, and has hit international success with productions as far away as Australia.   In addition to her extensive experience as a writer for theatre and television, she has worked as an actor, composer, director and Artistic Director of Chicago’s acclaimed Lookingglass Theatre, which won the 2011 Regional Theatre Tony Award while under her leadership.
Co-founder of Horizon, Jeff Adler, will be directing this provocative play. “Olivia and Ethan are two people from opposite sides of the digital divide who want to deeply connect in a world of superficial hookups.  In our world today, our private lives are so easily made public, with much potential benefit and peril.  It is so easy to re-invent ourselves online – are we freeing ourselves or deceiving ourselves and others?  Which is our true self?   And if we put our inner lives online, how do we revise ourselves if and when we change our minds?”  After directing the holiday romp, The Santaland Diaries, Jeff relishes digging into this smart, intimate love story.   Previous recent directing credits at Horizon include Superior Donuts, Grand Concourse, The Book Club Play and Shooting Star.
Returning to Horizon Theatre, Megan Hayes, a Suzi Bass Award winner who audiences may remember from Horizon’s The Perfect Prayer, Charm School, Tree and The Santaland Diaries, is back from Los Angeles to play Olivia. Megan found film success in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, and Eastbound and Down, among others, but is a Georgia girl at heart, and is thrilled to be on her home turf playing such a deep and exciting role.  Michael Shenefelt will be steaming as Ethan while making his Atlanta area and Horizon debut. Coming from filming shows such as Satistfaction, Nashville, and Turn, as well as a variety of independent films and commercials, Michael is confident performing in a digital age, but theatre is always close to his heart.  He has performed at FreeFall Theatre, Shakespeare Walla Walla, and Orlando Shakespeare, and played a leading role in Disney World’s stage productions.
The warmth of the cabin and home will be created by Horizon’s resident designers, the multiple Suzi Award winning Moriah and Isabel Curley-Clay, which guarantees it’ll be a place you’d be happy to be snowbound.  Resident Lighting Designer Mary Parker will help create the intimacy of the world, and Deyah Brenner will make her Horizon debut concocting the personal and very contemporary clothing styles of Ethan and Olivia.  
Tickets and More
Sex with Strangers runs at April 1st through May 1st, Wed, Thurs and Fri at 8 PM, Saturday at 3 PM and 8:30 PM and Sunday at 5 PM at the Horizon Theatre in Little Five Points/Inman Park. (1083 Austin Avenue NE, Atlanta, GA 30307, corner of Euclid and Austin Avenues).  
Tickets start as low as $25 (plus 8% sales tax) and are on sale now. Prices change based on availability and demand, so buy early for the best prices!  Four and five play subscriptions also available to get your tickets for as little as $15 each.   Tickets and information are available at or 404-584-7450 or www.horizontheatre.com.
####
THE SUMMARY
SEX WITH STRANGERS
Olivia, an attractive, gifted but obscure novelist, is unexpectedly snowbound in a secluded cabin with Ethan, a wildly successful bad boy blogger turned author of Sex with Strangers. Opposites attract and the chemistry is hot. After a weekend of passion, their literary futures are intimately intertwined, and both must confront the complications of reinventing themselves when the past is just a click away. This sensuous and provocative comedy about fame, cyber identity, and big ambition asks: what would you do, and who would you become, to get what you want?*
Length & Content

Sex with Strangers runs about 2 hours with an intermission
*Contains mature language and situations.
PLAYWRIGHT
Laura Eason
CAST
Olivia- Megan Hayes

Ethan-Michael Shenefelt*

Alternates

Olivia-Liza Jaine*

Ethan-Joe Sykes
*Member of Actors Equity Association

CREATIVE TEAM

Director- Jeff Adler
Scenic  Designers-Isabel and Moriah Curley-Clay





Lighting Designer –Mary Parker




Costume Designer- Deyah Brenner
Sound Designer
-Thom Jenkins



Prop Designers-
Kristin Hunsicker, Kate LaFoy, A. Julian Verner
Stage Manager-Julianna Lee*, Kayla Zinke
Dates:  April 1-May 1, 2016
Days and Times: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8 PM, Saturday at 3 PM and 8:30 PM, and Sunday at 5 PM.  SPECIAL TIMES: No Matinee Saturday, April 2 or April 30.;  Sunday, May 1st will be at 8:00pm. 
Prices:   Tickets start at $25 (plus tax).   Discounts for groups of 10 or more.  Prices change based on availability and demand, so buy early for the best prices!  Eight percent sales tax will be added to all ticket orders.  Internet convenience fee added to all online orders.  No refunds, exchanges allowed with 24 hours notice.
Tickets and info:  www.horizontheatre.com or 404-584-7450.
Press Photos 
Press photos will be available at https://www.flickr.com/photos/horizontheatre/albums/72157665383267345
About Horizon Theatre Company
Horizon Theatre Company connects people, inspires hope and promotes positive change through the stories of our times.  We produce professional area and world premieres of smart, funny and provocative contemporary plays.  We also develop the next generation of diverse artists and audiences.  For more information about tickets, group sales, or to receive a season brochure, call 404.584.7450 or visit horizontheatre.com.

Major funding is provided by the City of Atlanta Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs, the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, the Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund, and The Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta.  This program is supported in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly. GCA also receives support from its partner agency - the National Endowment for the Arts.   We are grateful for our play and program corporate sponsors:  the Turner Voices initiative of Turner Broadcasting and Macy’s.

# # #
